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NOTICES 


SEARS    FAMILY, 

From  Sir  Bernard  Barke's  Works,  and  Soinerbj  's  Collection*  la  Englaad, 

fee.  &e.  &t. 


(£nglisj)  ^utestrjj. 

Among  the  many  ancient  English  families  which 
emigrated  to  the  New  World,  few  can  exhibit  so 
clear  and  unbroken  a  chain  of  descent  from  the 
Patriarch  in  the  Mother  Country,  as  that  of  which 
we  are  about  to  treat.  The  early  ancestry  of  most 
of  our  old  houses  is  involved  in  doubt,  but  the 
researches  of  the  antiquary  and  the  genealogist — 
so  actively  prosecuted  of  late  years — have  tended 
materially  to  collect  together  the  scattered  frag- 
ments of  family  history,  and  to  throw  light  on  the 
obscurity  of  remote  ages.  In  this  respect  the  Sears 
have  been  peculiarly  fortunate  :  ttieir  origin,  their 
settlement  in  the  County  of  Essex,-  their  sufferings 
for  the  sake  of  religion,  and  their  consequent  migra- 
tion to  New  England,  are  all  clearly  ascertained 
facts,  proved  by  the  most  authentic  evidence.  The 
name  in  its  onward  course  has  undergone  various 


changes,  as  was  always  the  case  in  those  ages  when 
there  was  no  fixed  mode  of  writing,  and  orthog- 
raphy depended  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  ear 
and  the  fancy.  In  the  present  instance  we  find  the 
patronymic  spelt  variously  Sarrer  Syer,  Sayer  and 
Sears ;  but  the  original  name  was  Sceakstan,  the 
the  termination  being  Saxon.'*'  Under  that  appel- 
lation the  family  first  appears  on  English  Record. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  on  the  monumental 
memorials  in  the  Churches  of  England,  the  name 
is  sometimes  differently  wiitten  even  in  the  same 
inscription.  On  the  beautiful  marble  monument 
in  the  chancel  of  the  Church  of  St.  Peter's  in  Col- 
chester, it  is  first  spelt  Seares,  and  afterwards  Sayer. 

The  royal  nuptials  of  Ethelred  with  Iris  second 
Queen  Elgiva,  daughter  of  Richard  of  Normandy, 
were  solemnized  in  1002,  and  great  was  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  ceremonial.  Many  Norman  courtiers 
came  in  the  train  of  the  Princess,  and  others,  led 
by  the  adventurous  spirit  of  the  age.  Of  these,, 
several — and  the  ancestor  of  the  Sears'  among  the 
rest— permanently  established  themselves  in  Eng- 
land, where*for  nearly  half  a  century  they  had  to 


*  Seearstan,  as  Lingard  writes  it,  or  Scoreston,  as  Hume  has  it- 
a  Village  in  the  Isle  of  Alney,  in  the  County  of  Gloucester,  Eng. 


encounter  difficulties  and  vicissitudes,  until  the  issue 
of  the  great  conflict  at  Hastings  transferred  the 
country  to  the  Norman  rule. 

Sare,  or  Sears,  first  occurs  amongst  the  knights 
and  liegemen  at  Scearstan,  in  Wessex,  where  Ed- 
mund, the  son  of  Ethelred,  encountered  Canute, 
King  of  Denmark,  and  achieved  a  signal  victory. 
This  memorable  battle  is  celebrated  by  the  English 
annalists.  It  lasted  two  whole  days ;  Canute 
retreated  towards  London,  and  after  a  fruitless 
attempt  on  the  Metropolis,  and  a  disastrous  engage- 
ment at  Brentford,  succeeded  in  reaching  Oxford, 
where  he  was  again  attacked  by  Edmund,  and 
totally  overthrown. 

Early  in  the  thirteenth  century,  the  family  ©f 
Sayers  or  Sears  are  found  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Colchester,  Essex,  possessed  of  considerable  estates. 
The  Saers  for  several  centuries  were  residents  in 
Pulham,  St.  Mary's.  In  1490  John  Saer  held  the 
Lordship  which  continued  in  his  descendants  until 
1770,  when  the  then  Lord  of  the  Manor  died  with- 
out issue. 

Adam  Sare.  from  whom  descends  the  Colchester 
branch,  died  possessed  of  the  Manor  of  Hougham, 
in  the  Barony  of  Chitham,  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
in  13-16.  John*  Seer,  his  great-grandson  was  one 
of  the  Barons  returned  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 


the  Town  and  Port  of  Sandwich,  in  tbe  reign  of 
Henry  VI;  and  Thomas  Syre,  the  youngest  son  of 
John  was  created  a  Banneret  by  Henry  VII,  after 
the  battle  of  Stoke,  in  1487. 

Provinders  was  an  ancient  seat  and  residence  of 
Thomas  Sare  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  This  Queen 
also  granted  him  the  manor  lands  of  Lenham. 

The  Manor  of  Woodscourt,  in  Baldesmere,  was 
the  residence  of  John  Sayer  of  Teversham  in  1517  ; 
and  Garston  in  Walford,  of  Michael  Sayer  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

In  1456,  John  Sayer,  and  on  his  decease,  Matilda 
his  wife  had  the  sole  wardship  of  Rochester  Castle. 
This  Castle  was  formerly  of  great  importance,  but 
from  the  time  of  Edward  VI,  it  was  allowed  to  fall 
to  decay,  and  is  now  in  ruins. 

In  1340,  the  Sayers  held  land  in  the  Ville  of 
Lachindon  in  Essex,  of  the  honor  of  Hugenet,  of  the 
King,  in  capite,  and  the  Marches  of  the  Abbess  of 
Berking.  These  estates  afterwards  passed  into  the 
family  of  the  Bourchiers,  and  were  repurchased  by 
the  Searses  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 

In  1577,  George  Seares  of  Colchester  died  in 
possession  of  the  Abbots  in  Stanway,  under  trust 
for  Richard  Sayers  in  Holland.  In  the  Inquisitions, 
post-mortem,  this  Manor  is  described  as  lying  in 
Stanway,  Fordham,    Copsford   and    Lenham.      It 


descended  as  Bourchier  Hall  to  Esther  Sayer,  tell 
into  decay,  and  was  divided  and  sold.  The  above 
Manor  in  the  Doomsday  survey,  is  called  "  For- 
heda,"  and  then  belonged  to  Richard,  Earl  Gisle- 
bert,  originally  the  property  of  the  Saxons  Wisgar 
and  Ulmar.  This  Richard  Fitz  Gislebert  was  Earl 
of  Brion  in  Normandy,  and  Lord  of  the  Manor  of 
Clare  in  Suffolk.  After  passing  through  various 
proprietors — the  Searses  and  the  Bourchiers — it 
was  finally  forfeited  to  the  Crown,  and  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  regranted  to  William,  Marquis  of  North- 
hampton ;  and  of  him,  it  was  purchased  by  George 
Seares,  who  paid  ingress  fine  in  the  year  17  of  her 
reign. 

The  Searstan  family — traceable  through  its  vari- 
ous changes  of  orthography,  and  from  whom  are 
descended  the  numerous  branches  above  mentioned, 
resident  in  England — were  also  in  remote  times,  the 
owners  of  the  Manor  of  Sarre,  the  Ville  de  Sarre, 
and  the  Village  of  Sarre, — a  part  of  the  inheritance 
of  the  ■Crevequers. 

The  Ville  de  Sarre,  or  Serre,  was  originally  a 
parish  by  itself,  but  is  now  included  in  that  of 
St.  Nicholas ;  it  lies  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Canterbury,  and  the  Deanery  of  Westbere.  In  the 
reign  of  Henry  III,  a  weekly  market  was  granted 
to  the  Manor  of  Sarres,  to  be  held  on  Thursday 
until  the  King  should  be  of  full  age. 
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In  1320,  William  and  John  Sayer  resided  at 
Birch  and  Copford  ;  and  Mathew  Sayer  at  Aldliam, 
on  lands  afterwards  held  by  the  Bourchiers,  with 
whom,  as  will  be  presently  seen,  they  became  con- 
nected. In  1348,  William  Sare  was  seated  at 
Copford,  and  left  at  his  decease,  in  1350,  a  son, 
John  Sayer,  of  Copford,  father  of  another  John 
Sayer,  of  Copford,  whose  son  Bichard  Sayer,  of 
Copford,  died  in  1367,  having  bequeathed  to  his 
son  John  the  family  property  in  Copford,  Aldham, 
Great  Teye, .  Lexden,  Colchester,  <&c.  William 
Sayer,  Grandson  of  this  last  named  John,  held,  in 
1471,  the  important  office  of  Chatelain  or  Lieute- 
nant of  the  Tower  of  London,  and  had  under 
charge,  but  not  under  custody,  Henry  IV,  then  a 
prisoner,  with  an  allowance  for  ten  guards,  from 
the  11th  of  May  to  the  day  of  the  unfortunate 
King's  death  and  burial. 

In  the  body  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Cross,  at 
West  Gate,  Canterbury,  is  an  inscription  on  brass 
to  John  Syre,  once  Bector  of  this  Church,  1436,  ob. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  William  Sayer  was 
Abbot  of  the  Monastery  or  Priory  of  St.  Mary  the 
Virgin,  and  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr,  of  Langdon, 
and  also  of  the  Convent  of  the  order  of  Premon- 
stranses,  in  the  same  place,  which,  after  a  struggle, 
was  surrendered  to  the  King  and  abolished.  A 
pension  was  subsequently  granted  to  the  Abbot.- 


-   John  Seyer  was  Vicar  of  Hitchen  Churcli  in  1832. 

John  Sire  was  Rector  of  Gilston  Churcli  in  1360. 

John  Sayere  was  Rector  of  Chisfield  Church  in 
1354. 

Thomas  Sayer  was  Rector  of  Aldbury  Church 
in  1396. 

Robert  Syres  was  Rector  of  Benger  Church  in 
1457. 

Joseph  Sayer  was  Rector  of  St.  Mary's  Church, 
Burkhamstead,  in  1664. 

Gn  the  east  side  of  the  north  transept  of  the 
Church  of  St.  Mary,  in  Burkhamstead,  is  a  chapel 
of  an  oblong  form,  with  ranges  of  octagonal  pillars 
supporting  a  stone  ceiling,  vaulted,  and  with  groined 
arches.  The  northern  half  of  this  chapel  is  enclosed 
with  rails.  In  the  middle  is  an  altar  tomb,  of  black 
and  white  marble,  to  the  memory  of  John  Sayer, 
who  in  16S1,  bequeathed  a  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling for  the  building  and  maintaining  an  almshouse. 
On  the  west  side  of  the  tomb  are  the  arms, of  the 
Sears  family,  with  a  rose  on  the  cheveron  royally 
crowned ;  on  the  south  side  is  a  long  inscription  in 
Latin  commemorating  the  virtues  of  the  deceased. 

In  the  chancel  of  the  Church  of  St.  Peters  in 
Colchester,  is  a  handsome  marble  monument,  and 
in  the  body  of  the  Churcli  several  brass  tablets,  to 
various  members  of  the  Sears  family,  with  the 
family  arms  and  suitable  inscriptions. 


For  a  long  succession  of  years  the  Sayers  may 
be  traced  as  holding  the  highest  offices  in  the  Cor- 
poration of  Colchester,  and  retaining  most  extensive 
influence,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the  frequent 
mention  of  them  in  the  town  records.  About  the 
close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  John  Sayer  held  the 
office  of  Alderman  of  Colchester,  a  dignity  at  that 
time  of  great  importance  attached  to  cities,  some- 
what similar  and  next  in  rank  to  the  still  more 
ancient  title  of  Ealdorman,  attached  to  manors,  but 
exempted'froni  military  service.  An  honor  of  this 
kind  vouches  for  the  wealth  and  character  of  the 
individual  bearing  it,  as  well  as  for  the  esteem  he 
enjoyed  of  his  fellow  citizens.  John  Sates  died 
in  1509,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Peter's  Church 
under  the  south  aisle,  a  mural  brass  recording,  in 
old  English  letters,  his  name  and  honors.  By 
Elizabeth,  his  Avife,  who  died  in  1530,  he  had  three 
sons,  John,  Bobert  and  George.     The  eldest, 

John  Sayer,  Esq.,  of  Colchester,  died  in  1562,    , 
and  was  buried  near  his  father,  with  a  similar  brass 
memorial.     He  left  two  sons,  viz.: — 

I.  Richard,  his  heir. 

II.  George,  who  obtained  possession  of  the  family 
inheritance  in  consequence  of  the  flight  of  his 
elder  brother  to  Holland.  He  died  in  1577, 
and  was  buried   Avith  his   ancestors  in   St. 


ft 

Peters  Church,  Colchester.  A  beautiful 
marble  monument,  erected  to  his  memory  iu 
the  South  aisle  of  the  Chancel,  bears  a  quaint 
epitaph.  His  descendant  and  eventual  heir- 
ess, Esther  Saver,  in.  Sir  John  Marsham. 

The  elder  son, 

Richard  Savers,  Es<p,  born  iu  Colchester,  a.  d. 
1508,  m.  Anne  Bourchier,  dau.  of  Edmund  Knyvet, 
Esq.,  of  Ashwellthorpe,  co.  Norfolk,  by  Jane  Bour- 
chier  his  wife,  dau.  and  heir  of  John,  second  Lord 
Berners,  which  Edmund  Knyvet  was  second  son  of 
Sir*Edward  Knyvet,  of  Buckenham  Castle,  repre- 
sentative of  the  ancient  and  distinguished  family  of 
Knyvet, 

This  Colchester  branch  of  the  family  is  descended 
from  Adam  Sare,  of  the  Manor  of  Sarres,  in  the 
Diocese  of  Canterbury,  and  of  Hougham,  and  the 
Barony  of  Cetcham,  now  Chatham,  in  Kent. 

Jt  was  during  the  time  of  this  KicharJ  Sayers, 
that  religious  animosities  and  religious  persecutions, 
excited  by  the  violence  of  Henry  Ylll,  and  other 
concurrent  causes,  attained  their  height.  Unfortu- 
nately for  his  worldly  peace  and  prosperity,  Richard 
Sayers  became  a  warm  and  zealous  partizan  on  the 
side  opposed  to  his  own  relatives,  as  well  as  to  the 
existing  Government,  and  found  it  prudent  to  escape 
with  his  wife  and  other  refugees,  to  Holland,  where 
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he  settled  a<  Amsterdam.  This  was  in  the  year 
1537.  His  brother  George,  in  consequence,  secured 
for  himself  possession  of  the  patrimonial  inheritance. 

Richard  Sayers  died  at  Amsterdam  in  1540, 
leaving  an  only  son, 

Jon*  BorRcniKR  Sears,  born  in  1528,  who  be- 
came at  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  John  Sayer 
of  Colchester,  heir  to  the  family  estates  in  Essex, 
but  the  same  difficulties  that  forced  his  father  to 
quit  England,  still  existed  in  full  force,  and  he  was 
excluded  from  the  succession.  Nor  do  we  find  that 
the  youthful  heir  made  any  effort  to  regain  his 
ancestral  rights.  Of  a  bold  and  adventurous  dispo- 
sition, he  preferred  to  seek  renown  for  himself  by 
his  own  exertions,  and  accompanied  his  father-in-law, 
Sir  John  Hawkins,  in  several  of  his  voyages.  He 
remained  consequently  a  banished  man,  and  died 
in  Holland,  leaving,  by  Elizabeth  Hawkins  his  wife, 
four  sons,  John,  Henry,  William  and  Richard.  Of 
these,  the  eldest, 

John  Bourciiier  Sears,  born  at  Amsterdam  in 
1501,  married  Marie  L.,  daughter  of  Philippe  Van 
Eginonde,  of  that  city,  and  acquired  with  her  a  large 
fortune,  principally  in  money.  With  this  he  was 
enabled  to  purchase  property  in  England,  adjoining 
the  lands  which  he  hoped  soon  to  recover  as  his 
lawful  patrimony.  Amongst  the  estates  thus  bought, 
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were  Bourchier  and  Little  Fordham  Manor*,  both 
of  which  had,  in  former  tinier,  belonged  to  his 
ancestors.  But  his  return  to  England  was  resisted 
by  those  who  were  deeply  interest  °d  in  keeping  at 
a  distance  so  formidable  a  claimant  to  many  of 
their  broad  acres.  Strenuous  and  energetic  were 
the  efforts  John  Bourchier  Sears  made  to  remove 
the  obstacles  which  intervened  to  keep  him  in  exile; 
but  all  to  no  purpose.  His  opponents  were  inexo- 
rably hostile,  and  even  threatened  him  with  a 
prosecution,  as  a  participator  in  the  Gunpowder 
Plot,  if  he  ventured  to  set  foot  in  England. 

The  attainder  it  must  be  remembered,  which 
hung  over  his  grandfather,  had  never  been  removed, 
and  still  impended  over  the  family  at  the  time  of 
his  death  in  1629.  By  Marie  Van  Egmonde,  his 
wife,  John  Bourchier  Seal's  left  issue,  Richard, 
John,  Marie  and  Jane ;  the  three  latter  returned  to 
England,  and  settled  in  Kent. 

Richard,  feeling  that  he  was  driven  by  persecu- 
tion from  his  native  land,  sought  refuge  among  the    •»  -\ 
Puritans  at  Leyden  ;  and  in  1630  united  with  them  .  .* 
in  their  bold  attempt  to  find  a  home  and  a  country 
in  the  New  World. 
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%mtxxtM  %uiUixi, 

Richard  Sears,  the  eldest  sou  of  John  Bourchier 
Sears,  and  founder  of  the  American  Line,  worn  out 
by  his  parents'  want  of  success  in  their  endeavors 
to  recover  their  English  possessions,  determined  at 
his  father's  death,  to  quit  Europe  for  ever.  He 
accordingly  took  passage,  with  a  party  of  Puritans, 
for  New  England,  in  America,  and  landed  at  Ply- 
mouth on  the  eighth  day  of  May,  1G30.  That  he 
met  with  the  usual  vicissitudes  that  tried  the 
patience  and  the  courage  of  all  the  early  settlers, 
can  hardly  he  doubted*  hut  lie  remained  firm  to 
his  purpose,  made  himself  a  home  in  his  new  coun- 
try, and  shortly  after  his  arrival,  married  Dorothy 
Thacher.  In  1043,  he  removed  to  Yarmouth,  and 
ill  1661  we  find  him  elected  to  the  Colony  Court 
of  Plymouth.  He  died  in  1«7G,  leaving  behind 
him  three  sons,  # 

f       I.  Knyvkt,  as  follows, 
■    v'.        II.  Paul,  of  whose  line  we  treat. 

L       m*  Sylas,  who  died  in  Yarmouth,  1097. 

Knyvkt  Skakn,  the  eldest  son,  unlike  his  father, 
had  a  strong  faith  that  the  family  lands  in  England 
might  yet  be  recovered.  He  was  in  the  glow  of 
youth,  had  experienced  none  of  the  proverbial 
d&ays  and  quibbles  of  English  law,  and  accordingly 

i      ww  i **j^*b 


13 

set  out  for  the  old  country,  full  of  hope,  aud  furnished 
with  such  deeds  and  documents  as  seemed,  to  him 
at  least,  to  place  his  claim  beyond  question.  He 
was  kindly  received  by  some  of  his  relations,  but 
he  was  not  successful  in  the  object  of  his  visit.  Yet 
this  failure  could  not  subdue  his  hopes  or  his  spirits. 
He  made  a  second  voyage  in  1G86,  but  in  the  same 
year,  and  before  he  had  time  to  bring  forward  the 
proofs  in  his  possession,  he  died  at  the  residence  of 
his  relative  Catherine,  (subsequently  Baroness  Ber- 
ners,)  daughter  of  Sir  John  Knyvet,  and  wife  of 
John  Han-is,  Esq.  The  evidences  that  he  brought 
with  him,  were  never  afterwards  recovered. 

From  a  document  filed  in  the  Chapter  House, 
Westminster  Abbey,  it  appears  that  the  contested 
manors  were  transferred  about  this  time,  by  a  legal 
fiction,  to  Sir  John  Marsham,  only  son  of  Sir  John 
Marsham,  and  Esther,  daughter  of  George  Sayer,  a 
descendant  of  the  George  Sayer  who  died  in  1577. 
This  Esther  assumed  to  be  sole  heir,  upon  the  fail- 
ure of  the  male  line  in  England;  and  the  rights 
which  the  American  branch  of  the  family  was 
entitled  to  hold  there,  were  abandoned  for  ever. 

Previous  to  his  visit  to  England,  Knyvet  Sears 
married  Elizabeth  Dimoke,  by  whom  he  had  two 
sons,  Daniel  and  Richard,  who  were  adopted  by 
their  uncle,  Paul  Sears,  and  brought  up  ;ts  his 
children. 


^pilgrim  lit  a  n  n  m  e  it  t 


SACRED  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 
RICHARD   SEARS, 

SON  OF  JOHN  BOUKCHIER  SEARS  AND 

MARIE  L.  VAN  EGMON 1", 

IN  LINEAL  DESCENT  FROM 

RICHARD  SEARS  OF  COLCHESTER 

AND  ANN  BOl/RCIIIER  KNYVET, 

ENGLAND. 

HE  LANDED  AT  PLYMOUTH  IN  1630. 

MARRIED  DOROTHY  THACHER, 

AND  DIED  IN  YARMOUTH  IN 

1676. 


SACRED  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 
KNYVET  SEARS, 

ELDEST  SON  OF  RICHARD  SEARS  OF  YARMOUTH 

BORN  IN  1635,  MARRIED 

ELIZABETH  DYMOKE, 

AND  DIED  IN  ENGLAND  IN 

JOyO. 


SACRED  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 
PAUL  SEARS, 

SECOND  SON  OF  RICHARD  SEARS, 

BORN  IN  1037,  MARRIED 

DEBORAH  WILLARD, 

AND  DIED  IN  YARMOUTH  IN 

1707. 


SACRED  TO  THE  MEMORY  OK 
SYLAS   SEARS, 

TIHRD  SON  OF  RICHARD  SEARS 
BORN  IN  1639,  MARRIED 

AND  DIED  IN  YARMOUTH  JN 
1097. 


■>\ 
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MONITMENTS  OF  THE   SEARS   FAMILY 

IX    THE 

UKAVEYARDS   OF  YARMOUTH  AND  CHATHAM. 
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L  Riuf DrtBCXHcx,  The  demolition  of  the  Com* 
rcisi  Coffee  House  in  Milk  street, .  will  cause 
the  recollection  of  many  a  "down  eaater"  to  revert 
to  times  past,  when  it  was  managed  bj^  their  old 
friend  Merriam,  assisted  by  Alderman  Longley. 
A  quarter .  of  a  century  since,  the  Commercial 
stood  among  the  No.  1  houses  of  the  city.  Al-  I 
though  the  changes  in  our  good  city  have  been 
great,  yet  in  nothing,  perhaps,  has  it  been  greater 
or  more  observable  than  in  the  character  of  our 
public  houses.  It  would  be  interesting  to  trace 
them  down  from  the  ancient  and  first  opened 
house  of  entertainment  in  the  town  by  Master 
Cole  in  1634,  to  the  present  time.  Could  we  bat 
imagine  the  appearance  of  that  primitive  "ordina- 
ry" (as  they  were  first  called),  situated  on  Mer- 
chants' Row,  it  would  probably  bear  about  as  much 

resemblansetD  the  present  hav?"? — — u«k4>rst 
,    .  .jieuea  uj.  VWU41  \_.oggan,on  the   north-e; 

em  corner  of  State  and  Washington  streets,  does 
to  the  granite  building  recently  erected  there.  In  j 
1666  there  was  a  noted  tavern  at  the  North  Bad 
called  the  "Noah's  Ark,"  not  an  inappropriate 
name  for  some  at  the  present  day  in  that  loca- 
tion ;  after  this  we  find  the  "King's  Arms," 
"White  Lion,"  "Oliver  Cromwell,"  &o.  The  reg- 
ulations enacted  by  our  ancestors  for  the  manage- 
ment of  taverns,  show  them  to  have  been  at  that 
time  of  importance.  We  have  before  us  a  small 
pamphlet  entitled  "A  serious  address  to  those  who 
unnecessarily  frequent  the  tavern,  and  often 
spend  the  evening  in  public  houses,"  put  forth  by  ' 
Cotton  Mather  and  twenty-two  others  of  the  cler- 
gy, and  discussed  by  them  in  a  style  which  proves 
by- the  warnings  and  admonitions  administered, 
that  "Maine  Law"  was  not  then,  any  more  than  at 
the  present  time,  the  order  of  the  day  in  the  pub- 
lic houses.  The  statute  books  are  full  of  enact- 
ments relating  to  them  and  their  visitors. 

In  the  Centinel  of  April  16,  1820,  is  an  adver- 
tisement by  the  heirs  of  Uriah  Cutting,  of  the 
sale  of  the  lease  by  auction  of  the  Commercial 
Coffee  House  for  497  years  from  the  8th  day  of 
October,  1818,  as  stipulated  in  the  lease  made  by 
David  Sears  to  Uriah  Cotting,  deceased,  and  sub- 
ject to  a  payment  to  the  said  Sears  in  quarter 
yearly  payments  of  36  tons  of  wheat  or  Indian 
corn  per  annum, — which  condition  has  been 
changed  to  the  payment  in  pure  gold  in  lien  of 
said  wheat  or  Indian  corn,  at  the  option  of  the 
lessee,  until  1840,  whioh  is  equal  to  $900  per  an- 
num, and  which  mast  be  paid  by  the  purchaser  to 
the  said  Sears,  &c."  The  whole  estate  was  then 
under  lease  for  $2486. 

•  The  leases  of  the  estates  on  Market  street — 
now  Cornhill — extending  from  Franklin  avenue 
to  Court  street  on  both  sides,  belonged  to  the 
same  estate  and  were  subject  to  the  same  condi- 
tions,— the  rent  being  payable  in  old  sable  iron, 
subject  to  the  privilege  of  being  ohanged  to  pay- 
ment in  gold  bullion.  The  buildings  erected 
the  past  and  present  season  on  the  south  side  of 
Cornhill,  eaUed  "Sears's  Crescent,"  occupy  a- part 


>f  this 


estate.    . 


